Management of Distance Education

Reddy not much has been done to strengthen and improve them and
as a result these institutions suffer from the following limitations:

a)     these institutes are treated as appendages of the conventional
Universities. They do not have freedom either in designing their
courses or in incurring expenditure. Decision-making is totally in
the hands of others;

b)     their courses, regulations regarding entry, examinations etc., are
the same as those stipulated for regular students. Hence, their
courses suffer from the same rigidities as those of the courses
designed for regular students;

c)     In most institutions, the only method of instruction is through
correspondence material; and

d)     the academics and administrators of the conventional system treat
correspondence education as a second class system.

Further, the open education system is viewed as a revenue earning
system for the conventional universities. It is also observed that the staff
who are deputed to work, in the schools of correspondence courses
are those who are not wanted by the departments of the University. It
is further observed that most of the schools of correspondence courses
have not been making use of all the components of distance education
such as the audiovisual equipment, study centres and contact
programmes. What is more, they have neither a legal status nor autonomy.

Correspondence courses vis-a-vis Open Universities: On the other
hand, the open system of education through Open Universities, wherever
they have been started, press into service all the components of distance
education such as printed material, audio-visual equipment, study
centres and contact programmes. They adopt a multi-media approach.
The course material is prepared by a team of subject experts drawn
from all the universities of the state. Meetings with the selected writers
are held, unit-wise synopsis is prepared and after editing them assessment
of the same is entrusted to a noted expert in the subject. This means
that it is the result of collective thinking and discussion, whereas a book
in a conventional system, in most of the cases, is written by one writer.

The Open University is created by an Act of the State Legislature
with its jurisdiction spreading to the entire State. It is autonomous.

Some Issues: The question that surfaces is whether the existing
schools of correspondence courses should continue in the states where
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